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Hey Parents!

Let’s work together to keep your student reading and writing all summer long. Here are some fun ways to keep your students engaged in literacy when they are away from the classroom. Select the ideas that your child would enjoy and would work easily into your life. You can involve the entire family and don’t forget to make it fun! 

Have an amazing summer! 

[YOUR SIGNATURE]
7 Ways to Make Reading and Writing Fun for Your Child This Summer
1. My Favorite Book

Make a list of each book your child reads throughout the summer. After each ten picture books or three-to-four-chapter books (whatever seems reasonable for your reader), have your child pick their favorite and add it to the favorite’s list. Keep repeating this throughout the summer. Then, at the end of the summer, have your child pick their favorite. It’s the book of the summer! Wouldn’t it be fun to do this for several years? Then your child would have an all-time favorites list. These could be the books they read to their children someday. 

2. Reading Spot BINGO—Find a new favorite spot to read!

We can read anywhere! Use this game to try out lots of different places to read. It might be fun to take a picture in each spot and put them together into a “Where is [child’s name] reading today?”. Your child could write captions to go with each photo.
3. Write Letters

Keep your child writing by encouraging letter writing to their friends and family. Use any supplies you have on hand, then send in the mail or hand deliver. Choose one pen pal or maybe a few. Even if you live down the street from your best friend, it’s still fun to get a message in the mail. Set a goal to write one letter a week! 
4. Cook Together
Have you ever stopped to think about how much reading and math you do when you cook or bake? Reading directions, measuring, keeping track of time, problem solving…and it’s fun too. Browse through cookbooks together, try new recipes, and have your child write the grocery list. Best of all, you’ll have something delicious to enjoy together at the end. Bon appétit!

5. Organize a Book Club

Get together with other parents and organize a summer book club for your kids. Brainstorm a list of books with your kids, decide on a schedule, where you’ll meet, and how often. Start each meeting with a “book talk” and then leave the room at the end for playtime. Book clubs are fun for children and parents!

6. Start a Family Writing Journal

Grab a notebook, date the first page and write your child a short letter. You could start with the reasons why you love them. It doesn't have to be long, just a few sentences will do. Ask your child a question and encourage them to write you back. Tuck it under their pillow for them to find when they go to bed. Once they finish their response, have them slip the journal under your pillow. Keep writing back and forth adding the date each time. This doesn’t have to be a daily activity, feel free to take breaks and let it happen naturally.

If your child is just beginning to read and write, read your letter to them and help them respond. How long can you keep this going? Wouldn’t this be handy to have in place when your child is a teenager and things are sometimes hard to say, maybe easier to write? Journals can be a fun way to revisit your thinking over time. 

7. Read in a Library

Check to see if your local library has a summer reading program. Giving your child the opportunity to pick out books that are of interest to them will help keep them engaged in reading all summer long.

